[Mandibular reconstruction with osseous free flaps: functional results].
The aim of this retrospective study is to evaluate functional results of oromandibular reconstruction with osseous free flaps. A total of 67 patients who underwent oromandibular reconstruction with fibula (n=60) or scapular (n=7) free flap between 2000 and 2004 were included in this study. We analysed functional results (alimentation, elocution, mouth opening and cosmetic appearance) and researched the potentially predictive factors of these results (age, comorbidity, preoperative irradiation, type of defect...; Chi(2) test). The rate of free flap success was 89.6%. A functional result considered as normal or subnormal was obtained by more than 50% of patients. Oral alimentation (without tube feeding) and intelligible speech were recovered by 92.5% of patients. Through and through defects and free flap failures were determinant predictive factors of worse functional outcomes. Fibula free flap is considered as the flap of choice for oromandibular reconstruction and allows excellent functional results.